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INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES
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Assessment will take into account the quality of written communication used in your answers.
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SECTION A: Applications

Answer three questions in full.

  Addictive behaviours

 a) Describe the characteristics of addictive behaviours. [10]

 b) Nigel works with people with a variety of addictive behaviours. One of his clients, 
Richard, has read about individual differences explanations and believes they fully 
explain his addiction. Nigel disagrees.

  Evaluate individual differences explanations of addictive behaviours with reference 
to Nigel and Richard. [15]

  Autistic spectrum behaviours

 a) Describe one biological explanation of autistic spectrum behaviours. [10]

 b) Patrick has autistic spectrum behaviour and wants to understand the potential 
causes of it. Patrick understands that social psychology can explain his behaviour, 
especially his interactions with others.

  Evaluate social psychological explanations of autistic spectrum behaviours with 
reference to Patrick. [15]

  Bullying behaviours

 a) Mike, unlike his sister Caroline, is a persistent bully. He is often verbally and 
physically aggressive. One psychologist he visited suggested that the cause of his 
behaviours could be biological.

  Describe one biological explanation of bullying behaviours with reference to the 
scenario above. [15]

 b) Evaluate one social psychological explanation of bullying behaviours. [10]

  Criminal behaviours

 a) Describe one individual differences explanation of criminal behaviours. [10]

 b) ‘When modifying criminal behaviours, social implications are more important than 
ethical implications.’

  Evaluate methods of modifying criminal behaviours with reference to this 
statement. [15]
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  Schizophrenia

 a) Evaluate two individual differences explanations of schizophrenia. [10]

 b) Edna is trying to understand what might have caused her to have schizophrenia. 
Her symptoms include hearing voices, being paranoid, disordered thinking and 
being less sociable. In a session with her psychologist, biological explanations were 
discussed.

  Describe one biological explanation for schizophrenia, making reference to Edna’s 
symptoms in your answer. [15]

  Stress

 a) Describe two individual differences explanations of stress. [10]

 b) ‘Biological explanations of stress are limited.’

  Evaluate biological explanations of stress with reference to this statement. [15]

SECTION B: Controversies

Answer one of the questions.

Either,

  Sexism

  ‘Psychology continues to suffer from sexism.’

  Using your knowledge of psychology, discuss the extent to which this statement is true.
 [25]

Or,

  Scientific status

  ‘Psychology can never have scientific status because of the methodologies used by 
various approaches.’

  Discuss to what extent you agree with this statement. [25]

END OF PAPER
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